THE ARRAN MURDER
At a quarter past five on the second day of the trial "the
Solicitor-General rose to address the jury on behalf of the
Crown. After drawing their attention to the exceptional
features of the case, he remarked that if this was a murder,
it was undoubtedly one of a peculiarly atrocious character*
The salient facts of the case were these: Two young men
went up the hill together. Only one came down. The other
was found, after an interval of weeks, with his body horribly
mutilated, hidden away among the rocks of the hillside, and
all his portable property removed. The survivor was seen
within a few hours of the time when the death of his friend
must have been accomplished. He returned to the place from
which they both started, and gave no sign or hint of anything
having happened to his friend, or that he had not returned
with him. The next morning he left Arran and resumed his
ordinary occupation, which he continued until the hue and
cry arose. Then he fled, and when he was about to be arrested,
attempted to cut his throat. The Solicitor-General then
reviewed the evidence led for the Crown bearing upon the
movements of the prisoner, from his arrival at Rothesay
under a false name and his subsequent association with Hose
until his return to their Brodick lodgings alone. Laurie spent
the night in the room which he and his friend had shared,
and left next morning by the first available steamer, before
the people of the house could see him, without paying his bill,
and leaving the room in such a state as would suggest that
it had been occupied by two persons. When he left, he
obliterated every trace of Rose except the tennis racket, which,
as it bore Rose's name, would have been awkward to take
with him. He returned to Rothesay wearing Rose's hat and
carrying other property of his in a parcel, while certain
things which also had belonged to Rose were found in the
trunk left by the prisoner at Liverpool. The watch and chain
and pocket-book, which Rose was known to have upon him,
were missing, and though they did not know how much
money he had in his possession, it must have been sufficient
to pay his way during the remainder of his holiday. The
question was: Whose hand rifled the pockets and put the
body under the boulder? He thought they would have little
difficulty in coming to the conclusion that the prisoner was
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